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OVERVIEW

One of the main reasons President Trump was elected was because of his pledge to lower
costs for working families. This promise extended to health care costs, and one of the ways

the President has taken the issue head on has been to reform the 340B drug pricing program.
Many Republican-led legislatures, however, are undermining the President by choosing to pass
bills expanding 340B. This survey of Republican voters nationwide was designed to investigate
who conservative voters blame for higher health care costs, their views toward 340B program
when they are adequately informed about its flaws, and if they will hold their state policymakers
accountable for bucking the Trump administration on 340B.

The instrument shows that Republican voters have deep-rooted concerns with big nonprofit
hospital networks and believe they play a significant role in driving up health care costs. A
majority of the Republicans we sampled believe nonprofit hospitals overprescribe medications
(52% Agree) and inflate prices (70% Agree) to enrich themselves. When Republican primary
voters learn that these same actors are exploiting programs meant to support rural, low-
income nonprofit hospitals, by consolidating them into larger conglomerates and using Al to
extract greater profits, support for 340B expansion drops sharply (-409% NET).

Republican governors and state legislators attempting to bypass Trump to expand the 340B
drug pricing program do so at their own peril. Seventy-one percent of Republican primary
voters say they would be less likely to support a candidate who sides with big nonprofit hospital
networks, which would carry a heavy price in the upcoming primaries.

Initial Support for 340B Expansion Largely Split

When conservatives are asked whether they support states expanding the 340B program
without being given significant details, the responses are largely split, showing a mere +10% net
support and a massive 36% indicating they are unsure.

Do you support or oppose expanding the 340B drug pricing program?
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/04/lowering-drug-prices-by-once-again-putting-americans-first/

Republicans Repulsed by Big Nonprofit Hospital Networks
Misusing 340B Program

When Republican primary voters learn that big nonprofit hospital networks have hijacked the
340B drug pricing program for their own profit, support for the program collapses, with 40
percent saying they are less likely to support it. What they initially saw as a lifeline for lower-
income communities has instead become a powerful engine of healthcare consolidation in
America. After realizing that monopolies are driving up prices and leaving Americans with fewer
choices, Republicans are 33 percent less likely to back the program.

Republican voters were also outraged to learn that big nonprofit hospital networks are using
machine learning and Al to identify patients they can exploit for higher profits. These same
nonprofit hospitals are reportedly using models to build lucrative cancer treatment businesses
by extracting discounted cancer drugs from rural and low-income 340B nonprofit hospitals and
diverting them to cancer centers in wealthy areas, where they generate massive profits. Those
concerns repel conservatives as well.

When informed that 340B acts as a hidden tax on businesses and families because it puts
taxpayers on the hook for higher premiums and increased costs to programs like Medicare and
Medicaid, conservatives bristle at the program.

Criticisms of the program from HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. also led to opposition from
conservatives but had slightly less impact than the populist-driven themes of nonprofit hospital
greed and exploitation, which resonated strongest with this Republican primary voter sample.
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1. [Healthcare Consolidation Driver] The 340B program has become a big 25|58 (-33)
driver of the consolidation of healthcare in America. Big nonprofit hospital
networks have moved aggressively to acquire small nonprofit hospitals
and clinics to be able to receive more discounted drugs and capture
larger profits. These monopolies mean less choice and higher prices for
Americans.

2. [Lucrative Cancer Models] Big nonprofit hospital networks have built
lucrative business models around cancer using 340B. They use poor 25|58(-33)
communities to qualify and receive massively discounted cancer drugs;
then intentionally put their cancer treatment centers in rich areas to
generate huge profits.

3. [Hidden Tax]Huge nonprofit hospital drug price markups are a hiddentax 26 | 58 (-32)
on people and businesses that pay for insurance and taxpayers that pay
for programs like Medicaid and Medicare.

4. [Alto Capture Huge Profits] Big nonprofit hospital networks are utilizing Al 25|54 (-29)
to find patients for nonprofit hospitals and clinics to dispense expensive
specialty drugs to and then capture huge profits on those sales.
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5. [Caught SuingPatients] The same nonprofit hospital networks that claim 26 |54 (-28)
to use the 340B program to provide services to poor commmunities have
been caught suing those same patients for unpaid bills on their huge
drug price markups. y

6. [RFK Criticism] Secretary Robert F Kennedy Jr. (RFK) recently told =) A
Congress that 340B “is not a straightforward program” and patients
“seldom get the benefits of the drug reduction?”

Arguments from Big Nonprofit Hospital Networks Don’t

Carry Weight with Conservatives

Even when participants were told that big nonprofit hospitals defend the program by claiming
Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) cuts their Medicaid funding and that 340B helps offset
those losses, the argument fell flat. Sixty-eight percent still opposed expansion of 340B despite
this explanation. Similarly, when informed that nonprofit hospitals might respond to funding
cuts by raising drug prices to cover shortfalls, voters overwhelmingly rejected that approach as
well, with 66 percent opposed.

GOP Candidates Who Go Around Trump On 340b
Will Pay During Primaries

The message from this likely Republican primary voter sample is clear: supporting 340B
expansion carries a steep political cost for any Republican seeking office. Seventy percent say
they would be less likely to support a candidate who advocates for or assists in expanding the
340B drug pricing program, showing how aligning with big nonprofit hospital networks risks
alienating the Republican base.

Voters react even more strongly when state-level action is proposed. If governors or state
legislators bypass Trump to implement their own 340B expansions, 71 percent say they would
be less likely to support those officials for reelection.

Would you be MORE or LESS likely to vote for a candidate if you knew they
voted to EXPAND the 340B federal drug pricing program?

Would you be MORE or LESS likely to support your governor or state legislator
if they went around President Trump and Congress to expand the 340B
program on their own, instead of waiting for Trump to fix it at the federal level?
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Methodology

From July 10-11, Building America’s Future conducted a survey of N=1,013 likely Republican
primary voters across the country. The margin for error on this sample was +/-3% at the 95%
confidence interval. The survey was collected and weighted to reflect current voter registration
trends and past election performance.
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